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FRACTURES OF THE FACIAL SKELETON. By N. L. Rowe, F.D.S.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., L.M.S.S.A., H.D.D.R.C.S., and H. C. Killey,
F.D.S.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., L.M.S.S.A., H.D,ID.R.C.S. (Pp.
xxxvi+ 923; 1,231 illustrations, 14 in colour. £6.) Edinburgh: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1955.
SIR REGINALD WATSON-JONES, in a foreword, describes this book as monumental and likely to
become one of the classics of surgery. Your reviewer entirely agrees. Its scope is encyclopaedic and,
in addition to a consideration of the fractures of the mandible and maxilla, there are sections on
associated injuries of the scalp, skull, brain, and eye; a section on the special problems of
anxsthesia in maxillo-facial injuries, one on radiography, another on gunshot wounds of the face
and jaws, one on the treatment of the residual traumatic deformities, one on facial lacerations,
and a final chapter on the historical background. The joint authors are the consultants in oral
surgery at the Plastic and Maxillo-Facial Surgery Unit at Basingstoke, but contributions have
been made by, amongst others, Patrick Clarkson, Sir Harold Gillies, and D. T. Gilchrist of
Belfast. Considerable reference is made in the section on head injuries to the work of C. A.
Calvert.
Although large, the book is not verbose, and is obviously based on a wide and extensive
experience of facial injuries. The style is lucid and the English so good that an occasional lapse
(page 226, last sentence) is the more noticeable. The authors' attention to detail and their
descriptions of the practical procedures reveal the care they have taken to perfect their operative
technique-as, for example, in the paragraphs on the preparation of eyelet wires (page 68). The
text is dogmatic, at times too much so, and the definitive statement of the date of the death of
Homer (page 847) would come as a surprise to most classical scholars. The fixation time of six
weeks for a simple fracture of the mandible (pages 81, 118) seems somewhat long, and the use
of antibiotics is recommended rather too frequently. The illustrations are superb, not so much the
clinical photographs as the diagrams of the underlying skeletal structures and the relationship of
the bone to fracture lines or displacement. The book is well produced in clear type and has an
extensive bibliography.
Altogether an outstanding book. P. J. S.
DISEASES OF THE NOSE AND THROAT. By Sir St. Clair Thomson, M.D.,
F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S.; revised by V. E. Negus, D.Sc., M.S.(Lond.), F.R.C.S.,
with the assistance of G. H. Bateman, M.A., B.M., F.R.C.S. Sixth Edition.
(Pp. xvi + 1,040; figs. 353. 90s.) London: Cassell, 1955.
rilE sixth edition has been produced instead of reprinting the fifth edition, which was exhausted.
G. H. Bateman joins the author as collaborator in this edition. The general structure is little
changed. The section on stridor in children has been rewritten, the classification and nomenclature
being revised. Each subject has been brought up to date by minor changes. The newer anti-biotics
are described. The technique of trans-palatine approach to the naso-pharynx is described. A little
more has been added to the description of laryngocele and its treatment. The administration of
helium with oxygen is mentioned as an important factor in reducing the necessity for tracheostomy
for acute laryngitis in children.
Woodman's operation for bilateral laryngeal paralysis is described in some detail. It is now
thought by the author that improved results are now being obtained by operation, although he
still favours a valve tracheostomy tube in most cases. The operation of pharyngo-cesophago-
laryngectomy is described in detail. The improvement in the prognosis of laryngeal tuberculosis
with the widespread use of streptomycin is noted. Streptomycin is also advised as the best treatment
for scleroma.
The book is beautifully produced by Cassell & Co. Ltd. The type is clear, and fifty-two
illustrations are new, and match the very high standard of previous editions. The sixth edition is
a worthy successor to the previous editions, and will remain the standard English text-book on
diseases of the nose and throat. K. H.
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